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The Global Plastic Laws Database: A Resource to Track Policies Around the World
Ahead of UN Plastics Treaty Negotiations next month, Plastic Pollution Coalition launches new

global tool in partnership with Break Free From Plastic Europe, Environmental Law Alliance
Worldwide, and Surfrider U.S.

Ahead of UN Plastics Treaty negotiations set to take place in Nairobi, Kenya, next month, Plastic
Pollution Coalition is proud to launch the Global Plastic Laws Database in partnership with
Break Free From Plastic Europe, Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide, and Surfrider U.S.
Following agreement and adoption of the UN Plastics Treaty, the Database will be useful to
support its implementation and then necessary to track and monitor its implementation.

The Global Plastic Laws Database is an extensive tool to date to research, track, and visualize
plastic legislation that has been passed around the world. The Database tracks legislation
across the full life cycle of plastics and organizes these policies according to life cycle
categories and key topics. Adopting policies to reduce plastic pollution on a global scale is
widely recognized as a vital step to address this crisis and its associated detrimental impacts
on our communities, health, and environment.

Plastic Pollution Coalition serves as the Project Manager for the Global Plastic Laws Database,
working in collaboration with partner organizations who contribute data from around the world.
The unique dataset is input by individuals with native language knowledge and local,
on-the-ground networks from across a diverse range of geographies. This process ensures the
legislative data and resources are accurate, timely, and relevant to a wide range of political and
legislative systems. Collectively, the data partners represent combined data from approximately
115 (out of a total of approximately 195) countries in the world.

Recognizing the impacts of plastics throughout its full life cycle, this database is organized into
nine topics: Design and Reuse, Extended Producer Responsibility, Maritime Sources,
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Microplastics, Production and Manufacturing, Reduction, Transparency and Traceability, Waste
Management, and Waste Trade.

The Global Plastic Laws Database is updated regularly, providing a way to monitor and identify
emerging trends, solutions, and policy innovations at local, national, and international levels.

Key Audiences

This is a valuable resource center for policymakers, organizations, and advocates who are
focused on designing effective policies to address the full life cycle of plastics. Businesses and
banks may also use the database to find and understand current plastic regulations across their
areas of focus; as well as educators, students, and researchers studying plastic policy;
humanitarian organizations planning disaster response; and journalists covering plastic
pollution and policy.

WATCH THE TUTORIAL VIDEO

Supporting a Strong Global Plastics Treaty

The Global Plastic Laws Database helps organize and assess a broad range of policies that
have been implemented and may be adapted for national and international policies, such as the
United Nations Plastics Treaty. Recognizing the urgency of plastic pollution, the United Nations
Environmental Assembly (UNEA) is working to develop an international treaty to unite
governments to tackle plastic pollution. If successful, the treaty represents an incredible
opportunity to make a difference at the scale needed to begin to effectively end plastic pollution
and comprehensively address its numerous and widespread impacts.

The Global Plastic Laws Database is an invaluable resource for use during the UN Plastics
Treaty negotiation process by making plastic legislation across all jurisdictions visible and
accessible to be adapted and input into the Treaty. Following agreement and adoption of the UN
Plastics Treaty, the Database will be necessary to track and monitor its implementation.

Learn more and access the database here.
###

About Plastic Pollution Coalition: Plastic Pollution Coalition is a non-profit communications
and advocacy organization that collaborates with an expansive global alliance of organizations,
businesses, and individuals to create a more just, equitable, regenerative world free of plastic
pollution and its toxic impacts. www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org
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Press Contact:
Erica Cirino, Communications Manager 
Plastic Pollution Coalition
 Erica.Cirino@plasticpollutioncoalition.org
 (323) 936-3010 x1
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